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oreet:ings ERGboas,

Having said that ERG 112 would oe the last
issue, 1 found ]l was getting withdrawal symptoms. As a
result, I began to potter away at another issue. The -
pottering escalated, and you are now holding the result -
ERS's 32nd. Annish.

However, there will be a few changes. I°'ve dropped
the "Quarterly” from the title. ERG will appear if and when
I fesl like it. 1I°11 probably drift away froam SF now and
then -~ as with the photography and "coupon’ articles in this
issue. I°11 write pieces on whatever takes my fancy. The
biggest difference will be in haw you get ERG6. In the past,
trades, subscribers and non-resagonders meant I was mailing
out many copies into a vacuus. To avoid that, I aa asking
you, IF you enjoyed this issue, to pay for it by sending ae
either THREE, second class staspgs, or a dollar bill. That
pays for this issue. When I procduce an ERG 114, then you'll
be sent a copy on the same termss. I+ 1 don°'t hear from you,
I'll assume you don 't want any Future issues.

Sorry if that sounds mercenary, but ERG was getting
costly with too many copies being mailed into Lisbo. I hope
that many (most) of you will accept this new system, and of
course, I shall still treasure your LOCs. There isn't a
letter column this issue because I didn't think there'd be
another ERG, so I didn't save them. Apologies for that, all
will be rectified with another issue.

Other news - Having haZ the Nova for exactly two
years. we had clocked up no less than 26000 miles, or over a
thousand a month. To celebrate, I went out and traded it in
for a S-door, l.4cc Astra. Naturally, this brought snow and
ice to Britain so that in two weeks, we hadn’'t reached the
200 mile mark. Coming up in May is Mexicon in Harrogate.
Val and I will be there and look forward to meeting old
friends and making some new cnes. Hopefully, 1°11 be
reporting the weekend in a future issue.

If any of you want Iz |Duy paperbacks or hardcovers,

1 have ocdles of both on offer, send me a SAE and 1°'1] let
you have orintouts.

Meanwhile, all the very best. :7
o
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At the end of the

week. we flew back to London for
W@BE’@@®M the 1957. World Science Fiction
=t Convention. It was held 1n the
A rather ahastly King s Court
m‘f[;ﬁ% Hotel. The reception desk was
~ well defended. but we climbed
over paint pots, ladders, rolls
of paper and yards of tarpaulin.
For some idiotic reason., the
management had decided to start
decorating the place durina the
Convention. We grabbed an unwary
desk clerk and added our names
to a list i1ncluding neos such as
Willis, Bennett, Lindsay, etc.
It turned out that our rooms
were on the fourth floor.
Things could have been worse, we
might have been on the fifth -
except the place only had four
floors. Naturally, the 1lift
wasn 't working, so we set off on
a mountaineering ascent.
Now and then we encountered heaps of ald climbing gear, presumably
abandoned by earlier expeditions. Reaching our rooms without needing
the oxygen masks, the first things to be unpacked were the emergency
whisky rations - as a result, the rest of the weekend tends to get a
bit blurry around the edges.

CARRY ON SEWVES. k.

The King's Court had one of the longest, narrowest Convention
halle I have ever come acrass, some ten feet wide and two miles long.
In addition, it also served as the breakfast room as well as being the
mai1n =oroughway between cther parts of -he hotel. Throw i1n the fact
that before retiring for the night, the staff liked to set the place
up for breakfast and you have the classic situation where Convention
attendees were requested, “"Please do not walk through the Convention
Hall, it puts dust on the cornflakes.”

1 actually got to meet the late, great and highly
idiosyncratic John W Campbell who created modern SF and was surprised
to find he wasn’'t ten feet tall. I can finally enter the glades of
FATTA inowinz  that 1 ac*uall. talved with him, 1+ came about the-
Eri- Jones haz built a Hieronvmous Machine (ask grandag to tell vou
all about that, Junior) and had asked me to look after it whilst he
went for a game of Ludo. I was happily twiddling its dials and trying
to kid mysel$ that 1 had got a tactile response, when JWC came by.
Naturally he had to stop - you might say we got stuck on the same
Hieroymous machine together. We had a pleasant natter about the
machine and the general availability of miniaturised bits and pieces
inside the thing., before he moved on .. but I HAD talked with him.

~iger-al... John W. Zampoel haz zome ver to enio
world Convention held outside the USh., He was sa disgusted witn the
hotel ‘s coffee that he went out and located a chemical supply company.
Here he bought beakers, funnels, filter papers and a small spirit
lamp. He set this array up on his breakfast table so that each
morning he could make his favourite brew just the way he liked 1t.



The Saturday evening Fancv Dress Ball suffered somewhat fros the
presence of the "Tonight ™ TV crew. They set up several Megawatts of
lighting in the lounge and began to interview the ‘notables-’. Since
everybody wated to get their sugs on TV, a huge traffic jam built up
as evervone milled around nurmdring *Rhubarb, rhubarb* whilst trying
-z ensure their best :f:i;élstuacsd the Cameras. It must tave loo«ed
rilarious to outsiders. Tri.s ~ad one great advantage though, 1t left
the dance hall deserted. 1 was able to escort Dave Newman's fiance in
uapteen uninterrupted circuits of the floor. When the Fancy Dress
judging finally took places, honeymooners Dave and Ruth Kyle
deservedly won prized for their imspromptu costumses devsed from
Woolworth's kitchen utensils.

Sunday morning was one of the usual bleary kind where everyone
had hazvy edges. Funny how a few drinks makes other people go like
“mat. Ever .one walked socftlv, lan. zat neard stamping vislently on the
carpet was heaved out af the ngarest window. It was in this sort of
atsosphere that someone shoved a small white envelope into my hand.
Bravely ignoring the shattering sound of ripping paper, I tore it open
to find that my presence was requested in the sain hall to help with
the Knights of St. Fanthony Ceresony to be presented by Cheltenham
Fen. 1 duly turned up at the apppinted timse expecting to be saddled
with operating the tape recorder or guarding equipment. Not so, 1 was
inducted into the Order, along . with Eric Bentcliffe, Walt Willis, Rory
Faulkner, Roberta Wilde, Robert Silverberg. Bob Madle. Frank Dietz.
Eovd Raeburn and Ellis Milis.

For those who have nav-rfseen the ceremony, new candidates are
lined up whilst established mesbers in their highly colourful costuses
perform sundry functions. Frumpets blared, an official scroll was
read out, then case the test of Trufannish Worth - the downing of a
glass of water fros ‘The Well of t. Fanthony’'. This was actually a
noggin of undiluted 140 Proof Polish rocket fuel and had to be taken
in one swig. Happily, we all passed and became full Knights of The
Crder. I still have my presenftatiocn statue, as well as blazer and ar
badges. f

|
Following this, the cartpon film, ‘Mr. Wonderbird®' was shown. I
found it not only tedious, but downright dangerous as I had to stand
aon a rickety table at the back| of that two-mile long hall. Telescopes
were not provided, so I went tp drift around the room parties.
i

My next overseas expedition came up shortly after 1 joined
the ‘Underwater Explorers C1 ‘e Most of the time, the nearest we got
to liquid was the weekly pub mpeting where members would agree that
merely slogging across the  English Channel was not a real test of
swisming ability. The g:naral!the.e was that real swimeers actually
did exciting things in the water. Talking was sasy, but then the
Club Secretary had a minor brainstorm and suggested it would be a good
idea if we all went diving for sunken ships (and treasure) off the
coast of Spain. '

The bhair-brained idea caught on, regular practice sessions
were organised and a ‘swimming achievement standard’' drawn up, When
i1t came to actual swimming, ia lame duck could have swum rings arcund
se. When pushed to ay absolute limit, I could manage two lengths of
the baths. Nevertheless, I put my nase down for what promised to be a
cheap foreign holiday without too much effort.
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At first, things went fairly easily, with just a weekly
session at the baths where I tried manfully to do a +full length

underwater in order to qualify as a ‘diver’. Rather tricky as
evervone else steamed around like Johnny Weissmuller in search of a
strav crocodile. Time #fo~ the exoedition drew near. activities
ircreaced as we oregarec eguiznert. Combressed-a2:r bottles for the

aqualungs had to be filled. Someone had decided that it would save
money to carry full bottles all the way to Spain, rather than pay high
prices when we got there. Ignoring the dangers inherent in carting
high—-pressure air bottles across Europe, this eight seem a simple
task, especially so if vou have never pumped up anything sore stroppy
than a bicycle tyre. Even a car tyre at 25 pounds pressure, only goes
up to less than two atmsospheres. Air bottles needed no less than
TWENTY ‘ats’, or around 320 pounds per square inch! To simplify
matters, we fed our hand pumc from a commercial cvlinder of some 12
‘ats ‘. even so, we had to puss this up & turther 2. With two men on &
double-handed pusp. it was still WORK!

On one of
these stints, 1 was
paired with the 6° 2*
secretary Bill. He
already had a low
opinion of wmy swimming
abilities. He also,
suspeczted. auite
rightly, that 1 Was
taking his fiancee out
dancing. Here was his
chance to show up this
waakling teacher.

B Machiavelli-Jeeves

. . - o hadn 't been born

vesterdav., or even the

zzs ssfore tmat. we graspes t-z nandle2s and Tegsan tC pump, out being
crafty, 1 merely used just enough effort to make it seem that I was
doing my share. In reality, poor old Bill on the other end was
virtually doing the whole job on his own. After a mere two minutes,
he "as puffing like the . E
proverbial gramspus and forced
to drop out. For appearance
sake, 1 put in a further
minute partnering his relief.

Trulv, the shkirning ¢ Zsvs

fas many wWoncer+ul w~ave.

Moving off day
arrived. Heaving - a huge
suitcase and a small sidepack,
1 met the other intreoid
explorers at the Railway
Station to collect mvy share of
the diving gear which had been

proved to be a giant
haversack holding an aqualung,
two full air-tanks and a belt
of lead weights. Hefting the
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lot, I clisbed onto the platfors of a handy weighing msachine. In
those days, may own weight was eleven and a half stones. With all
that gear, the pointer reached nineteen and a half. 1 was to carry
some 112 pounds of dead weight to Spain! As things turned out, it
had one minor advantage, Britisn. French and Spanish Customs
sfficials canizvec at T-e s:13-: ¢ ta--rountaln lucgage aporoachirg
They hastily chalkec trelr Riers.yphics ON any available surface
bafore waving me through.

We finally reached Tarragona via London, Dover, Cherbourg,
Paris and Barcelona. A short wait of an hour or two while our
Spanish speaking secretary arranged transport, then we reached the
Hotel Miramar. Set on the edge of the Plaza San G6Giorgio, it was
only a hundred vards from the harbourside. I had a nice little room
overlooking a courtvard wherce tre Spanish senoritas ironed the
sotzl 3z launcr..

Next sorning, we carted ow diving gear down to the
harbour and before an audience of goggling locals, dived in between
a couple of rusty tramp steamers. Being the worst swimser of the
lot, 1 soon surfaced, floundered to the side and struggled out again
to find ayself covered with soas streaks of heavy vil. The other
swimmers stayed in longer to prove their toughness. By the tise they
came out they had collected so such cil, they had to spend the rest
of the dayv scrubbing it off afai~. Tha*t was the last time we tested
things out :in the harbour.

By some finagling, our trusty secretary BIll, had arranged
for the loan of a Spanish Navy sotor-boat. It came cosplete with a
captain, mate and the services of internationally known diver and
author, Antoni Ribera. The 'big snag was that Bill’s coamand of
Spanish wasn’'t as good as he thought it was. It turned out we were
expected to pay the wages of the captain and sate plus those of Mr.
Ribera. The resulting levy on all seabers rather put a crimp in our
finances. .

Toni Ribera proudly 'exhibited  pictures of hisself in
diving gear alongside Jacques Cousteau. Apparently they usad to go
diving in the same ocean. Ribq'n's English was sxcellent and wonder
of wonders, he tuwrned out to bea writer of SF. The captain spoke
no English, but liked ouwr ﬂrj.nld;nq habits. As a

[ _ result, he and Ribera joined ay friend
Bab Stone and I, for aost evenings. On
ovye occasion, we were seated round a
table cutside the hotel, busily imbibing
chesp chaspagne, when along case our
beloved leader. Now Bill was a Grade A
soocher. He would sit in for any round
of drinks until it was his turn to pay.
Mhareupon he invariably had to dash away
on urgent business. This tise, seeing
his approach, we hastily shoved the
chamnagre bottles beneath the table.
Everm sz, Bill sat down to grace us with
h:s comcany. Fairly SO0, {liquor
evaporates quickly in that climate) our
glasses nesded refilling. No one wanted
to Lring Bill in on the
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communal bottles, sc we took turns to distract his attention whilst
reaching under the table for refills. 1t worked beautifully with Bill
baffled at how we kept drinking from never—esptying glasses. Then as
Bill was trving to soot a non—eristent senorita, Ribera had pointed
cut, there came an azimigzhty crash. Bon had dropoed a bottle. I '® not

.-G wWwNOSE “S3C€ ~a85 178 IEET DIITUTE. zill & =- Eob'e.

Then there was the time when Bob and 1 were gazing at the
sea from up on the Esplanade. We noticed dark lines in the water
which we were convinced sarked a forgotten harbour and the
possibilities of sunken treasure. The upshot of that was we rousted
out the captain to tow us, three at a time, behind his boat up and
down that bit of coast. The idea was that we could use schnorkels for
breathing whilst gazing under water through our face masks. It didn’'t
work. 1 happened tc be right behind +he boat and thus got all the
engine noise and rursulence. Tne water was so disturbed vou could
only see a couple of feet, and because | wasn't swiamming but only
being towed, 1 had na sel f-gener ated warm. Even the Med can be cold
in conditions like that. A few days later, at a totally different
spot, somsebody actually fount a decrepit amphora, so our expedition
wasn ‘'t totally fruitless.

On another evening, balf a dozen of us sallied out to a
ten—pin bowling allev which also sported a dance floor and bar. in
between heaving king-size wooder footballs along the allevs, we Zdarced
with the ladies anc i1scibded at the par. This particular alley wasn t
mechanised. The pins were re—sst by young Spanish lads who having set
up the pins would scrasble up and sit in the ball return chutes until
they were needed again. They felt quite safe in such a positi.oﬁ. but
potential international incidents are built on such false assumptions.

Bob, nicely steeped in Cointreau, wound up and heaved a ball
with all the devastating energy of a Briton on holiday. Forceful in
delivery, but erratic in aim. The missile zoomed diagonally across
Ezb's al.er. bzuncza2s az -5 T & =z jacer~ oneg anc thumced irmzc e
return chute of the lane bevond that. Scarcely reduced in velocity,
it hurtled up the gulley and clouted the relaxed pin boy in his rear
end. He bounced fros his perch and landed on the pins, just as the
Spaniard using that alley sent his ball down. Chaos! All the other
pin boys went on strike in suppwrt of their wronged coapanion. They
began flashing their lights on and off whilst shrieking naughty
Spanish phrases at the totally innocent Spaniards who they thought to
be the culprits. The players, equally offended at the interruption of
treir game. howled ab_ss baob Tempe-s were gettinc decidedlv irzueed
=z~ Boc g.c¢r - bothe- == as+= for nis Be.i Lach., A~ owme height of e
brouhaha the small band of Underwate- explorers slid gently out of a
side door and into the night. I have often wondered if it was this
incident that led to Spain beirng so niggly over Gibraltar - one never
knows.

R

-
-~
‘ht



e et

SRR

P

Aaga-~t from SF and ERG, my
noohies include painting,
mocdelling and photography.
Paintings get sold, given
aeay or damaged. Models
invariably succumb to
attacks of the deadly,
rampant feather duster.
preserve the:r msenor:es oy ohotograpnhv, Jtner .ses for mv  camerea
nave been the compiling of a complete set of Astcunding/Analog cover
photos, the copying of pulp artwork for reproduction in ERG, views
and smontages for Christaas cards and family history shots for Val.
Ta achieve satisfactory results in these areas isn't difficult, but
there are a few pitfalls for the unwary. For those of you who would
like to use vour caseras for a bit more than family or holiday
snaps., I hope the following notes will be of use.

First the camsera. "Instamatic’. ‘point and shoot® and
tachrological miraclies with all-dancing, aii-singing automatic
gubbans are to be avoided. Such caseras hawve snags which rule thea
aut ¥or sodel photography or copy work. The fixed focus job can't
take close—up shots onsarer than about three feet. Adaittedly you
can get round this by using supplesentary lsnses screwed on the
fromt, but then you have to contend with “parallax’. This simply
seans thatsince the viewfinder glass is offset froa the taking lens
b» several inches, what you see through the viewfinder is that many

irmches to one side of what will be in the ohcr’oqranh. This doesn’'t
natte~ with objectz szve-al fezt  awas. =k 14 vou're  taking
SMETNING small, wery IZiose to the lens. yoxi  Ccould miss 1t
altimogether. To get round this, vou need a Single Lens Reflex
camsr-a (SLR). With this, the viewing eyepiece actually looks
thraugh the taking lens and what you see is virtually what you get -
plus a tiny extra sargin to allau“for |rror.

As for snags with autodatics, vou zan 't fool the exposure

meter as you aay wish tc do with gertain spec:i:al shots. Moreover.
a~ astomatic <ocus izc doesn t alwavs fzzus o wrnat YOU want to be
R ST Ferscnallv., | & 3LF wi1m oo -LZuE &0 manual Ll

acrusTabie aperture a~c snutter soeeds. wi13In Tmat 1 can fiddle tc
&y heart’ s content.

I use a Fujica STX—-1. This takes interchangeable lenses,
bt since these can be costly. for close-un work I have three
suwplesentary lenses which just scree on the front. They are of |,
2 and 3 dioptres - don"% let that worry vou, a diootre is simply the
m.;.ns lers diameter diviced bv the focal lengzh ¢4 the supplementary
The higher t-z ~_mce~. ~he Zlcser ~a- <z=zuse - and vou ca-

er tosetrer. ~. ..,I & T le-ses tm.s 2.:C L..8 T =, anc s1

dioptres. Forget +<ne zicotres, 1n practice I can focus oOn objects
about two inches wide, orly a few inches from the lens.

Cameras operate on incoming light, so having got your SLR,
thers are several variables vou can juggle with to control this.
The are, film speed, shutter speed, aperture (or diaphragm) and the




actual source of the light. LlLet's take ‘am in order. q
FILM SPEED This is simoly how short a time the film needs to get an
image. The faster the soeed, the quicker it does the Jjob. Speeds
are usuallv seasured in ASA numbers. You can get files of anvthing
from 2SASA, up to a thousand or SO. and these can be enhanced
& -mher i ~mE DrOcessinT 7 mu% thsre = & catzh. “rez +‘aster the
. The {_:-":’:.2.";16." —he

200ASA file 15 ideal.

i-r, S5 for mOST SNIZTS. Iofirc &

SHUTTER SPEED In o0OOT light, you use & slow shutter speed to let
light ine In bright light, you can get the sase amount of light
through in a shorter shutter tiee. Unless you use a firm tripod and
cable release on vour camera. don 't use a shutter speed of less than
1/30 of a second. of vou'll get blurred ohotos due to casera shake.

T IAFHRAGM This ig a tinv aperture wWhiCT Tan pe mpe-sz= =~ cliosed
Jarv the asount of light entering the camera. Most cameras o (
adiustable between about €2.8 and f.lé. Forget the f bit, just
resenber that the higher the nusber . the smaller the aperture.
rResember too. that because the best cart of a lens is its centre.
Bv using a saall aperture (and thus only the iens centre) the
sharper will be your photogr aphs.

LIGHT SOURCE You can work outside and use the sun, but this can
cloud over at a critical soment and being a virtual opoint source.
.=y can = contreol +kz  gnasows  Yery WEL L, Ir adzs:itizn., wing <a&7
cause chaos. 1 prefer to stay in doors using Photoflooc lamps in
reflectors.

So those are your variables - shove a 200ASA film in the
casera, pick your subject and you're ready to goG. Suppose you're
wanting to take a sodel aircraft, screw on a suitable closeup lens
to suit the size of the subject. Set up a couple of Photofloods in
reflectors and adjust them to give the lighting vyou want on the
~~del. Sinze these lapcs Rave 2 limited 1ifée. i% is a gzod ides to
.s2 eiiner & series/parailel se2iIn, 37 sz . doc. & "oEmeI-oilT GLOMES
+s avoid the on/of$ shock to the filament.

Mith lighting right, focus your camera - here’s where it
gets a bit tricky. The closer one focusses, the less “depth at
field’ stays in clear focus. This simply seans that with a normal
lens, everything between around 3 feet to infinity is reasonably
gharp, but s you focus nearer. those limits dreo to only a few
inches and 10 extrese ClOseucs the latitude mav be less than an

2 28 ".I7 ig-T =28 T

il e mE. roLmT o RTIEL E T

cig E3d

-re nighesz § numoer fo¥=1-1-SN. 1 - This means in T4rT . Yoo 11 nees T
use a lower shutter speed which is where using a tripod and cable
release will minimise casera shake.

Having focussed the camera take an exposure reading,
adjust aperture and shutter speed tO suit, as described and you can
shoot vour ohotograph. Because of that narrow depth of field, pick
rme best part of the esodel as the spot on which to focus. 14

c==tograshinz cometning  flat cu~h az a cichure O7 Dage of a boob.

Czee s -c cezmiec, TTe ZiTE” DEITS L oeintozEfTELT PR

5-1ght subjects, your camsera meter may give too nigh a i:gnt reading
with the result that you underexpose and get a dark picture. To
avoid this, it sometimes pays to take your exposure reading from a
sheet of greyish card or paper (standard sheets can be bought)?
teaporarily put in place of your sub ject.
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sach for the soctiographv bit, now for a few tips. Iin
I ofzer. use some hose—msade gadgets which oo an

s:Ac.2%T 15 & ci:ece of aluminiue abocut =*:4%

= z vz - ~1T° & TIle Trilles Tmrougt LTE o Iscacz,
-~ §T2"IZ&rlI CaWETa ZASE IS8 LI€E LTrough this and into trhe cCanera
Fiz.l Tris cadgPt 5 gasler o Carry than a tripod and allows me

10 S8t up the Ccamera ajincs: anvehere, then use the built-in delay to
take the shcoct. This avoios trigger—shake and +for familvy snaos,
allows me get into the picture. The next gadget coses in handy when
there 15n°t a flat meface to use the other. It's sisply an
criinary & clamp with a nole through it to take a casera screw

Frg.2). his can be clamoced to anvthing handy to hold the camera
= adv. e t%irz Tadget is a bit wmore esote~-iro, I
z ~T zZ+ & = S_rsl L8 range—finger whicth I acotses
in piece oOf wooo., ¢ This can be cilamped to a tadie

camera Fizs om the top screw and can be tracked wo and
dowy or from side to sice usiog the two adjusting screws. This
gadget alsc allowed ee &0 gan a cine camera during single—-shot
aniaation when aaking way Filas, “The Burglar’, '3001, A space
Oddity’ and others.

Finallvy,
some Tamera Srickey,
is VI havE® @ Siastic
acce . aircrafi ava
want it toc "fly  ‘or
the caoera, paint a
suitable backdrop f(or
use 2 travel poster)
acunTed on a board.
Driil 3 hecle twough
e centre, then feed

3 IZiL2cE ¢ go s,
CCAT ~TANGQRT wire
Theough the hcie. fic- &

Make a flat loop at

one end to take the

end of a2 wing amd clasp the other end behind the board to something

firm., (Fig.4) Adiust yow lighting to keep the shadow of the wire

out =F the may and vou re ~eady to take the shot. If photogracsing

a crooeliler o, [ either Borrom Yal ‘s hair-drier, or use the Siow
S

»
ens =< a~ cld il T 2ac e,

I 30t reaily 1mventive mnen 1 wanted to take pictures o+
an “crfix spaceship out anong the stars. Take a look at (Fig.3F =2
see “tw set up. I plared a @y back projection cine-screen across
twe shairs. Lacking one of these, tracing paper stretched across a
frane does ust as well, ot is more fragile. Beneath this, I set




//

up ay slide projector aiming
into a front—faced airror -
{You can get a double
reflection froa a normal
nirror). The flat side of a
€~ &ving ~irrzcs croeec ideal.
: uyse this to reflect the
image up to the screen, rather
than stand the slide projector
on end. I loaded in one of my
astronomical, galaxy slides
and focussed this via the
sirror on to the screen. Next
step was to lay av scdel on
*he surface of the screen. tip
LT si1g08ewavE wiih o a Lt ocf  cut
of sight Plasticene and set up
a spot light to illuminate it,

I added a bit of cardboard to
one side to keep this light
off the screen, and all was
ready. I took an exposure
reading with Jjust the slide
being projected, then another
with just the spoct lamo on. 1
acjusted the spot laass until I
got the same reading as for
the slide, whereupon, I
switched both uwnits on again and took my picture. It sounds
complicated, but proved very effective. Those of you who saw the
result reproduced in colour in oy article in the final issue of
‘Space Voyager  will know just how well it worked.

SO mrow you  know. e« out vour camera, set up  your
favzomite model a~z have = gT.
Terry Jeeves Scarborough. 1991

CROSSWORD

CLUES ALCROSS
!, Star-studdsz sxudv

. Unligque guasity of a clacry hole
%. Birds i1n the music box.

10, The onlv one.

i1. Product of volis and amps

14, Rather stormsv, must seep out.

CLUES DOWN
2. Metalliz element., No.I4
T, Deecercoz oz ozl TaT
i@t E YIS TTE TELT T

Four—-cdrmens:onal cube.

7. Hiding places for sewing items.
12. Copy
13 Add, up or dow.

ANSWELS oa PAGE 4
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ART IN .7

MARCHIONI

Jre ¥ toe aost
cantrovars] al 5 artistE
of -] Thirzies w3
Marchicni. Sone  recers
thought his Mgl @
machines, weird settings
and stracugel »—garoed
figures were excelliemt.
others castigated his work
for evactlv the = I
characteristics. Ve
definttelv a case oF
beautywy (o STET e SR
being 3in the eye of the
beholder.

A guick glance at
1tes of the stvle.

give you an

.|'f~',

/

#
€
5 "

o

the accompanying
Some curves and parallels being

reproductions will

very closely akin to the Ccwrent design elesents of the era, but

Marchion: emtellilswec

and gecmetrical lv-cerives desigrs.

trie

shining e:zanclz =< some o

itmese wiinh anpular segments, sharp points
hl-EN THE CYCLE ™ET- is E

whiTh ne »as§ Zritidlssc.

The perspective +{ocussec
strongly on a central lirne
is usually fromned upon by
o5t artists. The figure
work, is stilted, limited
and almost cartconish in
its simplicity. on  the

cther hand, e
illiust-ation Zoes

TrEe IMIrEeEsssicn = H
vast cC.owerhouse ama.Ting

its master s bidding.

The illustratior
for "PRE-VISIOCN® by Jahn
Pierce has " better figure
work, Bbut the clothimg 1is
+lopoy and flauancy.
e e lzle abowi s T

tne ja.w-alzer 51,.-: a. WIS

De a preview ogf tine V'a
"Beetle . The ecuipment.
though minimal. 1s

distinctively Marchiomi.
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T, £ % S Harl Vincent ‘s
— - ‘EMNERGY° merits a striking
1 bit of artwork deocicting
two soacesuit-clad figures
3 ocerating some gigantic
Nyt { o E masminery. This s =he
/ " ; : i sort of artwdrk which fans
ul 3 loved as it reallv
i captured the ‘Bosh wow!”
o airen - 1 spirit of the era without
; giving amay any secrets of
v 3 the plot. The +foerth
illustration is totally
- different. It shows a
\ bulbous~+eaced man =f =zhe
) . ; future zrhatting ~1tr a
L s aore normal sut
¢ ¢ transparent character,
4> 3 The outlandish costuses
(and that enlarged
cranium) are the anly
guides to tell the reader
that this a wvarn set in
the future.

|
/
it

‘
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So @euch for Marchiorn: s
style, what facts are
knosen about the nan?

ARy X S HETE
Well, 1 ploughedthrough a
stack of reference books
and SF encyclopedias:—
Aldiss, Nicholls,
Holdstock, Lundwall, Gunn,
Sadoul . Ash. Frewin, Del

Fey ., twe B Fatie and UWie
by Rottensteiner. Anart
from one or two

reproductions the oMLY
thing I discovered is that
his first nase was Mark -
a sad tribute to sosecne
who illustrated so many SF
staries in pre-war davs.

Lacxing zw-er
information, [ leave vou
to study the artwork and
form vour own conclusions.
Personally, whilst I was
never a fan of Marchioni,
I1'd emuch prefer his work
to that currentlyv
appearing ir 8nzloc.

>
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Jvsr Cuir Tae Covron
Terry Teeves

Looking back through the piles of old magazines which
serve as ioft insulation and inswuwrance hazard in ay home, 1 can
never understand why Aserica is not a contry craseed to the gills,
ear—flaps ar duodenue with highly qualified experts in every
possible field of husan endeavowr.

Why? WMell, take the May 1937 issue of Mechanics and
Handicraft. Eniogy the fascinating details of floating, Mid—Ocean
airporis: read how vod can take tec clapped—out refrigerators, a
packet aof grass seed and create am 18 hole golf course in your
basesent. Mavbe you would like to add solar power to your lawnmower
or canvert your cess-pit into an aguarisme. Having exhausted such
engrossing subjects, take a lock at all those opening pages of
advertisements which are norsally cnly perused by the criminally
insane or people who have saten too maryy "Big Macs .

What 22T vou fircs” Monderé.l -iigeg
Cf Self-Imorcvesert - A0t Of.v Sy
plastic sSurgery. waist-slieming
corsets ar height-increasing “l1ift-
shoes, but by using a variety of il -
knowlexdge and skills easily acouired i

by sieply sending for the High School Course
advertiser ‘s free booklet. at Home

7 the -ga2. da.g ¢ 1~z <t-:re:zg mEr gene~.s

phrlaninronists were willing ta nlace --e sntire resources of their
mighty establisheents at the reader ‘s zisposal on receipt of

2 sieple, no—obligation coupon. 1I°11
MEARNUPTO STSWEEKLY have vyou know that these big-hearted

>

Tl 4 scouls were not just any Tom, Dick, or
RADIO SERVICE what “s—his—name. No sir‘l"eeq ,they
: EXPERT were actually Presidents of  their
: companies. Fresident Petersen of the
‘Tleznric I~szitute’ cffered ol
g 2zT-lz 2. &2 TN —hance “o5 eart a-
exira five dollars a week in your
spare ‘tinme. Even better, President
Smith of the ‘"Mational Radio

PAGE 1
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Instizute (Box obA.lIllinc:is) would
nand worz radio on a Dlate arxt Tifteen
erxtra Swrks a week. Mark vou. 1t
can t nhave been a verv pig Institute
z $.: inside Box &4, TEmgineer

"I'LL SEND YOU
My, FREE
PAY-RAISING BOOK

P

0
®
]
it
'
v
(%]

ot
1

-come Wnspecified, DUT TlEarle. TR maBn ¢ an airv—fai-. acaoemzc

Ve o

ot a real practical ean o cwrowe it, fis picture showes <o2a
overalls and an engineer s Zad.
All these genertiss mem were
Tt alane. Others alsc offerec
Draughting, Radio, Taegermy.
welding. Cartooning. TidErrsi ..

::M""é':-‘—"’.”;. atans - AT - R et
THEILer-ei1tinNg  MIST have tee Jagal

HE in those davs), and sany other higriw
STA.ITATS‘IMTOSI‘INAYEA: oesirable skills. Moreover. not onme
of these people asked for screv, you
just hat to send a seasiy coupon Ffor thwir book, catalogue,
information sheet or list of available courses.

Usually on the back pages

=+ sagaz:nes, CTharies &tlas would Lealr
=< T OZiVE wO. @& T8e ZIC.,  Though
1T wasn T clear 1€ he inciuted any
trade—in allowance on the olid cne.
Elsevwhere, a chap called Kolne would help you to release e unuses
bits of your brain, thus increasing your amntal powers. The
Rosicrucians would do a similar deati,
et in addition, would reveal ail
sorts of hidden systeries by letting
wour work your way higher and higher
i‘\ a series of concentriz Cirrmer

circies . Here again, Lhew onky
astuf you to send in a coupon — pius
% & token %100 for each circie yoa
ertered.

Various correspondescs
courses offered esore temoting w»ays to self-isprovesssrt tham vou
could shake a stick at. Law, #Art, Engineering, STy |,
fooliance recair, Buggy-—wis—uoncl stery and bow to become a Bwan.
na.isa~ o~ railircac engl-ges, sere 2i1 on offer.

Mith all these wornderful opportunities aroums :in the
thirties, what puzzles ne 1t why fmerica is not now crasmes toc the
seams with experts in every cossible field, sach earning at least
fifteen dollars a week extra.

Mavte that's ome o+ the mner circle Teries the
Fosicrucians could have ¢sid ne atout.
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MEIRD & NMCMDERFWL 13. .

THE
FAILED ,
FIGHTERS Ly ‘ ko

Over e vears, certain fighter aircraft have becoee
~oumehold names, Virtually everyone has heard of the Spitfire and
arricane, manmy will recall | Mustangs, Lightnings, Thunderbolts,
"eliO%s and the Fokke Mulfe 190. These were all types which msade it
througn the assault corse of ' proposal, prototype funding,
conrstruction, service testing, sodificaion and eventual production.

Not all designs were so lucky, sany failed to sake the grade for a

variety of reasons — often through no fault of their on. In this
irgralment of WM I'd like to mention just a few of these near
N Eses .

To start with, look at the heading illustration of the Fairey
‘Famtoae” , arguably the esost beautiful biplane fighter ever
comstructed. When it appeared in 1935, it was, at 2Z70eph, the
fastest malti-gun fighter in the world. It was designed and built
to compete in a Pelgian contest and had a 925hp engine, a 20ma
Omrlikon cammon firing through the airscrew hub, plus four .303
naciine guts.,

Hhen o8 DrotOtyoE was wriltten OfF 10 2 Z-ass., Ihe OES1GN was
oeveloped 1nts the "Feroce ', but only two were suilt. One went to
t=e Air Ministry, the aother to Russia. It is surprising that this
excellent axrcoraft did not become the RAF's last biplane fighter
instead of the Gloster "Gladiator’' which had but 4 msachine guns and
a top speec of 255aph.

Nowacavs. aircraftt buffs associate the name Martin-Baker with
T2 aualit. erector seats, but whe~ ~“ne Zomcary wa2s foreed 1 1932,
L oBtarter ot SotizZing s lizmT oseszIpolatE. TTe MILLL el ez

- L+ Z.1.2.77 2 1t o B0~

looming the:” —ext effort was a fighter to  fit t.-ze fir Ministry
Soecification FS5/34 iFifth Fighter Specification or 1932). Thev
roguced the MB.2, a fixed—undercarriage, 8-gun sonoglane. Powered
ov & Napier-Tagger engine, it first flew in (938 by which time,
ozt the Soitsire and Hurricane were already 1 production, so the
"=.7 was drocged.

Time cassed, the &i- Ministry isued Scec:<icazice F185/39 and

“g-ti~-—Faesz~ =@t 1T WY ITZe agai-. The:- 8. niITice, the ME,T

“3S & S.28+, _.Twm wLT 3 ZIESLIET ~lTH feT-aztatbls LoZIE TT.&3F ar:z -

I .esz than = rannon. It first flew in 542, but again, without

FEITing a contract. I don’'t know if the-e was Ever an MB.4 o if
; mat was & discarded proposal. MWhatever the reason, their next
i 2=fort was e superb MB.S which first flew in May, 1944, It. had
i fomu- 20mm canon and its Twin contra-rotating airscrews were driven
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by a 1900hp Rolls~Rovce Griffon engine. This gave the aircraft a
speed of no less than 460mph at 20,000 feet and a range of some
1100 niles. A orilliant design, but sadly defeated by the course
of events. Hawker Tempests and Tvphoons were already in or
entering oroductise and jet ait-craft were o~ the drawing bsards.

e Hurricane and Spitfire had been well established before
asneared. but as well as the Spitfire Yickers ha ancther

momcola T

"
o 3
L]

- 4
[34]

TR B §

e -igrter ssnigmed  tc I Ti, tnhe

wnich

first flew in June 1936, only
three months behind the first
Spitfire. It “as a
single-seater with
retractable undercarriage, 8
machine guns and a &6350hp

Bristol Aquila’ radiatl
2RTime, T . e~ e
GHDETDOmE 2D, LT wAS  S&EZAD. &

of 312emph. Re-designed into
the "Venos , it was plagued
by engine trouble and the
only prototype crashed in
1939,

S0 far. al! these machines have been quite orthootox designs,
tar awav 1n Japar. despite a wida2ly held res_tatior $-- being

Sgifa: Thineing. TUE  eNUBNUW MitztavT Losoa- . Tiga
their most wunuswal., J7W! "Shinden’ in August. (945. ! mentioned
this in ERG.111, but since then 1 have unearthea more information.
The Shinden was a ‘canard’ design, that is. a tail—first aircraft
with the main wing at the rear. Equally unusual was the fact that
not only did it have contra-rotating airscrews. but thev were



e e

‘pashers’, sited at the tail. This schese had two distinct
advantages, first, the aircraft wasn’t held back by its own
propeller slipstreas, and secondly the arsaaent, which in this
case, consisted of four Z0mm cannon, could be jocated in the nose,
the bext aiming position. The Shinden could also carry four 30Kg
baombs and had a top speed of around 470mph. The twin, wing mounted
fims had small wheels on the  bottoaes to orevent the airscrew
hitting the ground during takeoff rotation. The only shinden built
ussenttotlnlﬁﬁaftxthew\andutdcdw in the #dashington
Air and Space Mussus. -

An unusual Amer i can aircraft of this period was an
experisental version of the Republic F-84 jet fighter. This
machine, the XF-84H (originally the F-106) had an Allison XT-40
turboprop. During engine run-up, the stubby, prop blades created a
supersonic sound which caused nausga asong ground crews. The
{astest propeller driven aircraft ever nailzw, 1T hat & top speed of
&7Caph, a single sachine gun and could carry up to 40001b of boabs.
Proposed variants were a twin engined sodel and a VTOL version,
but only two XF-84s were built before vibration problems and a

changs in requiresenta operation saw it cancelled. ~
/

The XF-84H was followed Dy tne JEEH writch had both &
turhojet engine and a rocket smotor. Nased the 'Thunderceptor‘ it
boasted a reverese taper wing and a top speed of g84mph. Only two
prototypes were built.
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A CHILLING STORY

“.0nly those whe haopen to be sore than 150 years =ld. will
~emember tre la.s ~hern Scardc-ough harccocur Decame host 1o & Qiamz
iceberg. In the early 19th. Century, the increasing use of tobacce
together with the widespread habit of burning those suspected of
witchcraft, had put so eauch soot into the atsosphere that
temperatures plunged all over the world. One direct result of this
was that icebergs were seen such further South than ever before.

At the beginning of April, 1839, Tom Boler, the skipper of a
small fishing boat named 'The Bingo’, took one of these “bergs in
tow. He brousht 1t right into the harbour (six feet had to be cut
off the enc cf the setiy) anc wmoored 1t oy Sandside. Hundrecs
flocked to see it and & public holiday mas declared. This sissing,
or ‘skipped’ day later becase the basis of owr traditional
‘skipping day’ .

Seeing the nusbers of people on the keyside, the enterprising
Captain Boler and his crew set to work with axes and shovels. Very
soon, they had hacked out a spiral toboggan ride round and roud
the huge aound of ice and customers were charged a pemny a go for
the privilege of climbing up 2 ship’'s mast, out along its vard aras
and sliding precariously down the toboggan run.

The surplus ice resoved Grn.therm, mpa:k-dall tll.uxy
up Eastborough whare mors tisid folks were uu:urag.d tn -liw &

less bazardous  slide

when the ice began to selt, the inbm!ous fellow brdm it into
chunks nhu:h ware then sold as souvm:rs. Several of thesehave

the Town  Hall. Th.ynnvb'
you will mlybnabitﬂd if

irreplaceable rtl‘h:t o‘

Trouble struck in the form of a local group, "The Daughters Of
The Trident-'. Objecting to iceberg pollution, they devised a
cunning plan which involved setting up nuserous hot potate and
chestnut stalls along the sea front. The heat fros these segan
maelting the ice, which in turn caused the harbour’'s water level  to
rise s0 such that neighbouring buildings were flooded and the
‘SBolden Ball® Inn could only be reached by  boat. Ancther
unexpected side effect saw local doctors besieged by patients
suffering from severs sunburn caused by the brilliant reflections
from the glistening ice.

Perhaps in vears tc coee, the Tourist Board will hire & ship
e bring in arcther iceberg thus alliowing Scarborians toc celetrate
- and perhaps re-enact, those utterly unbelievable evenis af a
century and a half ago.

sre{ ) jenees



These are NOT ‘criticai. erudite reviews' , but are merely
arrtended to let vou know a little about sose titles which vou msav
otiverwise have missed. [ leave it to vou to decide whether or not
thew tickle vour interest-bone enough to sake vou think they are
wmortih following up. For openers, a couple of "world weckers’™ in
sirich aliens threaten large—scale destruction.

THE FUGITIVE WORLDS Bob Shaw., Orbit £3.350

Saquel to 'The Ragged Astronauts and "'The Wooden 3Spaceships’.
Lamd and Overland are twin worlds sharing a common atmosphere
ihow?). Oueen Daseene sends a fleet of jet-powered balloons ('!)
to reclais Land. Pilot Toller, infatuated with the beautiful
Vamtara, finds she has been captured when a giant ice—disc grows
belbween the two planets. He sets off to the rescus and encounters
aliens from the world of Dussara who are fleeing a galactic
catastophe and whose activiies will destroy Land and Overland.
The setting is near mediaeval and Vance—-like: the style and plot
zould have come straight $ros a “hirties "‘pulp’.

IREAN MAKER W.A.Harbinson Orbit £4.50

MASA physicist, Tony Rydell’'s wife leaves hims when he leaves on a
fourr week mission to investigate a UFD-induced crash in the
Mtarctic. (For some reason, this wmsetamorphoses into a trip to
measure an increase in the ozonehole). However, UFOs return but
> one believes Rydell -~ wuntil a later trip reveals further
nanifestations and a giant intelligence threatening all humanity.
“here’'s a four—-wav love-sex sub-olot and a 1ot of careless writing.
#- Zid Rvdell’'s missior shi<t <-o~ UFCs =z szzore” Iz 1 libvelwv
ndt a3 wosan leaving her huscanc would give ner 12 and 10 vear old
¥ids the house keys then dump thes out of the car to return to a
nome due to be empty for four weeks? .. and who looked after ‘em
anwyway? With more care, this sight have been a ‘Sinister Barrier’
tvpe blockbuster, but for me, it bosbed.

THE DIVIDE Robert Charles Wilson Orbit £6.99
Jonn Shaw is a created. but szhizoohrenic superman being taken
e~ tv his alter eago. EBsnjiazm:r, Wig mrgator Mav Furiabides bnows

=< =-g =rcible and seeks wo -=.g. —z LE &.T8I v TES8&Ir stugerct
Susa~. and Shaw's lover Amelie. As Shaw s condition changes,
furwner complications follow in the fore of Amelie’s psychotic
crowiner Roch. Less a supersan-hero tale, than a peg on which to

~amz a tale of escalating tension and eenace. [ feel it would have
oeer bDetter in a shorter version.



THE MACHIAVELL] INTERFACE Steve Perrv orbit £3.50

Third in the ‘Matador - trilogy following ‘The Man Who Never
Missed” and ‘Matadora“. Martial arts superaan Khadaii is
lanauishing in a cell. but still manages to effect an escape. brinag
Fis ‘felliow Matadocrs cot o4 hiding ancd manseuwre events to cverthrow
the Cconfederacv neaset Sv the corrupt Marcus Wall., Fast—paced.
action adventure where the ‘goodies’ msanage to evade soee 994 of
whatever is thrown at thee.

KILL. THE DEAD Tanith Lee Legend £3.50

Set in a legendarv land of inns, villages, peasants and
superstition: Bhost—-slaver Parl Iro seeks ‘Ghvte Mortua“, Citv of
the Dead. He is foiiowed v talented sinstrel Mval who wishes to
TocMpose tre lticate zae.ld. arg +he sgir:it Ziddeyvy who suicidedg
after Parl laid her s:ister s ghost and nDw seeks revenge. Not
normallvy my choice of reading, but I enioved this well-told and
colourful tale of ghosts. mecromancy and fear. It holds a literary
carrot before the reader. luring him (or her) along to find what
happens next.

DOES 60D fPLAY DICE? Ian Stewart Penguin £4.99

In a deterministic universe. if vou know the position and
velocitv of every cart:cle at a given instant, it is theoretically
cossible to calcuiate evervy event Ffrom the remote past to the
distant future - or it wouid be, if chance didn‘t upset things.
However, chance is random and has a pattern linking all dynamic
svstems. This erudite text examines the story of the discovery of
chaos theory, fractals, the !hnde!hrnt set and the !:lqnificanc- of
the universal nusber, 4.866920160%0. It isn’t an easy read (it last
me repmatedly) but is fascinating 1n 1t§ rmlatim Ef ‘the - order
underlying the unprahctabl-.

STRANDS OF STARLISHT Sael Baudino Orbit £7.99
The jacket tells oe, “Miriamn is & frail young outcast whose
healing powers have branded her a witch in the Inguisition of 14th.

Century Europe. Flewing her-city in ssarch of the Free  Towns she
is brutally violated byaunﬂnsavnfrmﬂnbrinkn!mth
-Rescued by the intervention of the elwves” (Whers did they coms ¥from

in 14th. Century Euwrope?) . "Mirias swears to exact rm First,
she must learn the art of swordssanship u-ud train to be a warrior
with her new found powers of elfin sorcery. That ‘s enough to
tell ae I wouldn’'t be interested, but you msay be. If =m0, you get
nearlv 400 large-si:ze cages for your sonev.

Following his earlier "AMOTHER FINE MYTH" and "MYTH CONCEPTIONS',
two new titles by Fobert Aspirin are now available froa Legend at
£3.50 each.

MYTH DIRECTIONS This tise, Apprentice sagician Skeeve (owner of
pet dragon , 6leep) accompanies the luscious Tanda on a
dimension-hopping trip tc steal a present for his boss Aahz. They
select a highly covetes gase Trophy and then things get
hectic.HIT O0OR MYTx is ancther anvthing-goes
adventure with Skeeve ordered to become King
Roderick for a day, marry the homsicidal
Queen Hesalock and save the kingdom of
Possiltus from invasicn. The tales are full
of puns and word play, 'Diz-ne’, ‘Ta-hoe’
and the like. Need I say eore?

21
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FLY BY NIGHT Jennv Jones
Headline £4.99

Jacket guocte ~ °‘Eleanor is a child of
her age: sooilt, bored. a stranger to
comm)l teant. “rom arother world., a rize

of sum@ecning cails and she 1is carried
on a whirling nightmare of hawkflight
out of her self-indulgent happiness ..
to the wind-lashed coast of the Cavers,
worshipper cof the Moon Goddess Astret.

The Sun &od Lycias and his High
Priest Lefevre m®aintain the stasis
which holds Peraldonia 1i1n a summerv
land of light and eternal life ...  So
NOW vOU «KNGwW.

AT WINTER'S END Robert Silverberg tegend £3.50

Various form of life wera driven intao subteranean caverns by a
once in 26 seillion vear metegrite shower. Now, thousands of vears
later thev are emerging to reclaim the Earth. We follow the
actions of eight-vear old Hrech as his tribe braves rat-wolves,
insect-like hjik—-men and other perils to reach the fabulous citv of
Vengibomeeza. Hresh agradually matures, cains knowledge and power
as he discovers the citv s secrets. A strange tale of a distant
and totally different future which grips vou from the start and
holds you firaly to the end. 1'd rate it one of Silverberg’'s best.

DRAGONWALL Troy Denning Penguin £4.50

Book 2 of the 'Empires Trilogy'. The scene is ancient China and
opens as vyvoung, outspoken genaral Batu is about to engage the
barbarian hordes of Yamun Khahan about to lay waste the land of
Shou Lung. Because of his strategy and cdeeds, the Emperor appoints
him head =f his armies. Howzver, <%*nere is a sovy in the FRoval
Househaold and other dangerous intrigues, so that Batu has noc easy
road to fame. [ don’t usually like this sort of yarn, but this one
had me hooked from the beginning — it may do the same far you.

THE SHEEP LOOK UP John Brunner, Legend £4.99

Picture a frighteningly polluted future, water-rationed,
smog-filled and a total ecological disaster. Gangs, drugs and
violence abound as the Trainites. followers of the vanished Austin
Train. seek %o stor the ‘big business’ ozllution activities. The-
Austin Train returns ang worldwide cnacs ensues. Brunne-
relentlessly hammers home a dowrbeat image of a hopeless future
using a string of depressing vignettes which | found tedicus after
a while. #Mormally, I enioy Brunner, but here, although he has a
valid message, his presentation gets in the way.

PRENTICE ALVIN Orson Scott Card Legend £4.99
Set 1i1n the slave era of an alternate frontier America where

magic wcrks, this is the storvy of Alvin The Maker - Fart.3 His
life 13 wanched cver anag prctec-es v sse- Fegi. whe TUNE awavy L2
prepare herself to marry him after nhe has compl etea his
apprenticeship with the community blacksaith. Alvin has a younger

friend who is wanted by hunters as the illegitimate son of an
escaped slave. A nicely-rounded, folksy varn of magic, prejudice
and ordinary settlers in a pioneer setting, but fit to rank
alongside "Zarth Abides’ or ‘Lincoln Hunters'.
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SLRMER OF NIGHT Dan Simmcns Hzadline £14.935

0ld Central School finally ¢loses and a pupil vanishes,
Classmates set out to investigate and the horror begins. A
long-dead teacher is seen in the school. the caretaker duecs dead
bavies. his van i1s driven at tre k:gs, a Wl spldie- crowls <he
town, strange furrows appear i1n the ground and an evi. force 1s
anroad. A local bully adds nastiness to an excellently escalated
tale of terror which avoids the current fad for explicit sex scenes
and ocutright gore. As in all good frighteners, much is deftly left
to the reader 's own imagination. My only quibble is the incredible
behaviour of the twelve-year olds.

AFTER SUNDOWN Randall Boyll Corqi £3.99

Mark and Linda Butler’'s son Rcbin is under attack bv a psychic
power . MNeighbours Jill and Blenn Fruett lose their daughter in =
freak accident. They all go to an isclated cabin for s recovery
break. Marconed by a blizzard tne terror really begins as a
legendary evil brings horror to all. Plenty of gutter language,
sadistic vialence and family bickering. toc add to the nastiness.

LION OF MACEDPON David Gemmell Legend £6.99

A 400pp, large size blockbuster set in Greeece during the Spartan
wars. For her own reasons, aged sorceress Tamis has @ade vcung
Parmenion hated by his peers. #Hinning the war games, he is taken
under Xencphon's wing. Despite rivalry, ne follaws hisz zegt.-
against a background of battles and machinations of the Dark Gos.
A fairly standard ‘underdog achieves greatness against all odds,
the difference being the semi-historical setting.

DRENAI TALES David Gemmell Legend £9.99

Four complete novels set in %“he mediaeval world of the Drenai
where mystic powers abound. WAYLANDER is a barbarian assassin,
hunted for the killing of a man who tticked him. He sets off to
find the legendary maic aremaour cf Ying Orien and sz resti-e =-he
Drena: pawers. DRUSS THE LEGEND continues the saga which is
continued in LEGEND and concluded (for the present) in THE KING
BEYOND THE GATE Four epic tales of magic, quests, and strange
battles crammed in a 750 large size pages.

THE THUNDER FACTORY Joshua Stoff Arms & Armour Press £14.93

Sub-titled, ‘The Illustrated History of the Republic Aircraft
Corporation, this Qto sized volume runs to 190 pages crasmed with
facts and excellent photos. It zovers Republic machines $~os its
beginntincs as 'Severshky (R ool aur T SiNEhanacter); to its cissurs "y
Fairchild. Starting with <lgat planes, on througn all the
fighters (and their experimenta! variants) right up tao space
contracts and the Fairchild A-10, currently employed in the Gulf.
Written in easy narrative manner avoiding the tedious listing of
serial numbers, the work concentrates on telling the reader about
the aircraft. There’'s a bibliography and a (too brief) index. A
must for every aircraft buff.

CEmBeauc: S ol £ In. The tEald .  dac® Ghalksr | Panguir’ £X.0€

E=zzon3 1n the Diamond Worlas ta.as of the four. virugs=-rigaen
Warden worlds which it is i1smpossible to leave. Aliens, aidea by
the Warden Lords are infiltrating bhumanoid robots into the
Confederacy. Agent Qwin is sent down to Cerberus, mind-cloned in a
female body. The 1local virus causes body-swapping, SG awin must
work his way into the place of the ruling Lord. Fast w®cving and

entertaining.
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DREAM SCIENCE Thomas Palmer Collins Harvill £13.95

Rocker Poole is trapped in a closed unit which worker Mac is able
to enter aand leave via an intangible door. Poole finally gets out
- 1into a dimensional labvrinth of strangely different ‘realities’
where he faces repeated death as he seeks a way home. His movement
release terrible powers, but after a tatally gricping orcening. the
pacze slaws as Foole str_ggies 2o understand what .s ~apgening.

EIGHT SKILLED GENTLEMEN Barry hHughart Corgi £3.9%

Third in the series set in zrncient China. Once again, Master Li
and his brawny assistant, ‘Number Ten Ox‘' must solve the problem of
why Mandarins are being killed by semi-mythical creatures. The
trail uncovers a smuggling operation and the =mystery of the
birdcages, plus a hazardous journey along with puppeteer, Yen Shih
and his beautiful, shaman daughter. A pleasing, gentle fantasy

14 humour to leawven the doirmgs of the evil ones.

ORBITAL DECAY Allen Steele Legend £4.99

Spacemen based on the orbital ‘Skycan’ are building a power
csatellite and are plagued by piped Muzak on orders of their crazy
boss. Skycan also houses the 'Big Brother' spy device, ‘Big Ear-

which is almost ready to go operational. After numerocus sub-—plots,
flash-backs and vignettes, the story reaches the point where
destruction of ‘Big Ear® is under wav. This could have been a good
varn, but for me it was too meandering.

CLARKE COUNTY, SPACE Allen Eteele Legend £4.9%

This one had much more pace. Set an the heavily populated
‘Clarke County’ satellite where gangster 's moll, Macy has taken
refuge from the’'Galem”, hit man of the Mafia. She carries

incriminating tapes, one of *hese permits control of an orbital
nuclear weapon. Sheriff John Bigthorn is faced with the problem of
protecting Macy, coping with a crowd of Elvis Presley freaks and
plans for the County to secede. An excellent varn, the only
puzzling item is how brutal cop, ‘Phil°” Bigthorr of ‘Orbital
Lecay 'y became good guy, Sheriff John Bigthorn.

LEGEND have started re—issuing Gene Wolfe's "Book of The New Son’
series. The first two titles of the saga of Severian the Torturer
wha betrays his oath, leaves the Build and begins his wanderings
are now available. In case you missed them first time round, they
are:—- THE SHADOW OF THE TORTURER and CLAW OF

_THE CONCILIATOR, both priced at £3.99

DRAGGING CLOUDSONG ~ SNAKEMIST SINGERS OF DREAM SwORD VALLEY
I.Ripamov Potboila Press $995.99 Part 23 of the epic ‘Drekh

trilogy of Forbidden Lands. Herb-healer, He-Pa is really the
long-lost Princess Dildeaux, wielder of Akker, the strange power
which can cloud men’'s minds. Once again, the fiendishly evil

undead zombies of Dark Lord Krudh threaten the Kingdoa of Nik-4z.
He~Pa must undertake a hazardous mission past ghouls, ghosts and
naughty men tempting her with bags bf sweets, if she is to reach
the ruined City of Lost Pro—-Pati in order to regain the M‘'Guphin, a
magic talisman of power. You've read it all before. hut with a
word processor, an authcr can simply change all names ang serve up
the same rubbish over and over again. Ideal for the feebleminded.
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